Racingto
Nowhere

Families are sprinting to cut college costs
through AP and dual enrollment, only to
find themselves running in place.
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Executive Summary

A new national survey of 853 college-aspiring students and their parents across 45
states reveals a fundamental shift in American education: the "race to college" is no
longer defined by prestige, but by affordability and speed.

With 89% of respondents prioritizing lower costs and 60% seeking to shorten the time
to college graduation, there is a striking consensus across public, private, and
homeschool families across all income levels that the traditional four-year college path
carries an unbearable financial and time burden. At the same time, satisfaction with
today’s high school preparation for college remains low at just 32%. In an attempt to
get a head start, Americans are increasingly taking matters into their own hands with
81% enrolled in advanced coursework and 45% in dual enrollment classes. However,
T7% of families face systemic barriers such as poor advising, scheduling conflicts, red
tape, and credit transfer uncertainty, negating their hard work of trying to cut the cost
and time to a college degree.

In response to these adversities, Dual Academy is opening doors this Fall 2026 to bridge
the gap between aspiration and attainment. The school’s first-in-the-nation model
does not aim to fix the status quo but to displace it by way of smart system redesign. It
fuses Grades 11 and 12 with college, awards more credits than AP, early college, or
piecemeal dual enrollment, and offers a unique optional path to a 120-credit
bachelor’sin just 1 year after high school.

An overwhelming 80% of college-aspiring families find this new model very appealing,
as they stand to save multiple years and thousands of dollars on a bachelor’s.
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expensive
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Students and 89%
parents are -
scrambling.

STRIVE TO REDUCE

COST OF DEGREE
Survey results show that reducing the

cost of a bachelor’s degree is an
overwhelming priority. Reducing the
time required to earn a bachelor’s
degree is also a major concern. The
figures are consistent across families
with students in public, private, and
homeschool settings and across
income levels. Together, these findings
underscore that families are not only
sensitive to the financial burden of
college, but also increasingly focused

on pathways that enable students to
enter the workforce sooner while STRIVE TO REDUCE

minimizing overall cost. TIME TO DEGREE
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parents report being highly
satisfied with their current

careerprep -
stilllacking

COllege and Just one-third of students and

Highly dissatisfied
10%

Highly satisfied
32%

In between
58%

COLLEGE AND CAREER PREP IN HIGH SCHOOL

Among homeschoolers, satisfaction with college preparation is somewhat higher, with 43%
reporting high satisfaction. However, satisfaction with career prep among homeschoolers is
lower, with only 25% reporting high satisfaction. These findings suggest that while some
families see strengths in college readiness, significant gaps remain, particularly in preparing
students for college and career pathways.
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People forced to take
mattersintoown hands

With these dynamics, it is not surprising that students are seeking more challenging classes with
the potential to earn college credit. Overall, 81% of families report their student is taking some
form of advanced or college-level coursework, most commonly through AP, IB, or Honors classes.
In addition, 45% of students are enrolled in at least one dual enrollment class with approximately
three-quarters taking such classes at a community college.
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81%

TAKE SOME FORM OF
ADVANCED
COURSEWORK

Among 11th-grade respondents in public and private schools, 37%
are on track to complete the equivalent of one year of college-level
coursework by the end of high school if they were to continue
taking an average of three advanced courses per term. The figure
is lower among homeschoolers, at 25%. Most students begin this
progression in 10th grade, with about half of public and private
school students starting advanced coursework at that time,
compared to 30% of homeschoolers. These results suggest that
while a meaningful share of students are building toward

substantial college credit, many progress more slowly or are late
to the party, limiting the total credits they can earn in high school.

DUAL ENROLLED
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77% battle major
challenges in the process

Despite the widespread participation in advanced coursework, only 23% of respondents report
experiencing no major friction with advanced coursework. The most common barriers include
inaccurate or lacking advising and guidance, scheduling conflicts and transportation issues,
limited course availability, and strict eligibility criteria that allow only students from certain
grade levels or schools to participate.

Challenges rarely occur in isolation: Most students who experience difficulties report facing
more than one significant barrier. These findings highlight systemic obstacles which prevent
too many students from fully benefiting from early college credit opportunities. And those who
accumulate credits often worry about colleges accepting these credits, and have major doubts
about their efforts yielding actual savings of time and money.

Lacking or inaccurate advising/guidance
Scheduling conflicts, transportation, logistics

Limited course availability, narrow eligibility criteria

%

Aparent of a 10th-grader: “The college closest to us doesn’t offer dual enrollment until 11th grade.

At other colleges, enrollment was VERY confusing, time consuming, and the few classes available had a
waitlist. Other classes were listed from other colleges but not available to enroll unless completing
separate enrollment at those colleges.”
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Students and

parents embrace

innovation

Given such persistent challenges, there
is a clear opportunity for innovation to
meaningfully improve status quo
options. Families are remarkably
receptive to career-focused credit-rich
high school models: 82% find the idea
of earning 40 college credits per year
highly appealing, and 80% feel the
same about completing a bachelor’s
degree in a single year after high
school. This level of demand
underscores the need for scalable
solutions that enable students to
accelerate degree completionin a
reliable and systematic way.

Families seek a
better way to cut the

costandtimetoa
Bachelor’s degree.

82%

FAVOR EARNING 40 COLLEGE
CREDITS PERYEAR

80%

FAVOR COMPLETING A
BACHELOR'SIN 1 YEAR
AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
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®
A SOIUtIon NewU Dual Academy is launching a
first-in-the-nation live online high
school with an innovative, timely, and

® ®
Is Comlng sorely needed model.

It fuses Grades 11 and 12 with college

to prepare high schoolers for
a professional jobs, with an option for a

bachelor’s just one year later.

In between
33%

Very appealing
Not appealing 64%
3%

DUAL ACADEMY MODEL APPEAL

The live online modality is well received by families, with 46% of parents and 38% of students
reporting they would feel comfortable enrolling in a live online high school.

Overall, the Dual Academy model resonates strongly, with 64% of parents and 65% of students
finding the concept very appealing, reflecting broad interest in a structured pathway that
enables students to earn substantial college credit and complete their bachelor’s degree much
earlier.

Dual Academy is a viable solution for the modern student in the knowledge economy.
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Watch the explainer video
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Get in touch
hello@dualacademy.org

https://dualacademy.org
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